Dr Fryer and Dr Careri

places between Cambay and Goa* For Ms
limited field, however, he is a valuable autho-
rity, in addition to which he is an exceedingly
interesting writer.

Fryer clearly points out one of the chief
causes of the political distractions of the later
years of Aurangzib's reign. Akbar had perceived
that a powerful Mogul Empire was only possible
if it were propped up by Hindu and Moham-
medan alike, and had acted on that belief.
" This religious bigot of an Emperor, Auren
Zeeb," says Fryer, " ... is on a project to bring
them all over to his faith, and has already begun
by two several taxes or polls, very severe ones,
. . . which has made some Rajahs revolt."* Early
in his reign the Puritan Emperor had reim-
posed the hated " jizya,3' or poll-tax on unbe-
lievers, the tax which, as Mr Lane Poole says,
" Akbar had disdained, and Shah Jahan had not
dared to think of ."tAs Dr Fryer saw, the impost
was responsible for most of the Hindu disaffec-
tion which harassed the greater part of the reign
of Aurangzib, and was one of the main influences
which kept alive the feeling of nationality
among the Mahrattas.

In 1674, when Fryer was at Bombay, Oxen-
den and others were sent from that town on an
embassy to Sivaji? Fryer did not accompany it,
though he gives a very good account of its pro-

* Trubner's edition of Roe's and Fryer's travels, p. 307.
t Medieval India) p. 385.
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